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Introduction

1. This report provides an outline of some issues of concern withdrémg#éne state party's
compliance with the provisions of the Optional Protocol on the Involveofe@hildren in
Armed Conflict (the Optional Protocol) and the Convention on tightR of the Child (the
Convention) to assist the Committee on the Rights of the Gtiikel Committee) in its
consideration of New Zealand's Fifth Periodic Report (the Repand New Zealand’s
response to the List of Issues (LOI Response)

2. The information below is arranged into eight main sections:

A. Information about Peace Movement Aotearoa
B. An overview of our concerns
C. The New Zealand Defence Force and the Optional Protocol
1) Age of recruitment and recruitment practices
i) Overseas combat operations and child rights
iif) Military policy and child rights
Iv) New Zealand Cadet Forces
Public spending and child rights
Military involvement in education
Military involvement in youth development programmes

Education curriculum and peace education

I o mmo

Dissemination and training on the Optional Protocol

3. We appreciate the opportunity to provide information to the Committaek you.
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A. Information on Peace Movement Aotearoa

4. Peace Movement Aotearoa is the national networking peace sajani registered as
an incorporated society in 1982. Our purpose is networking and prowdorgration and
resources on peace, humanitarian disarmament, social jasticeuman rights issues. Our
membership and networks comprise a range of national and local otgasisand
individuals; and our national mailing lists currently include regmétives of more than one
hundred national or local peace, human rights, social justice;biastsd and community
organisations, as well as almost three thousand individuals.

5. Promoting respect for, and the realisation of, human righds iBsssential aspect of our
work because of the crucial role this has in creating and maimggpeaceful societies. We
regularly provide NGO information to human rights treaty monitprbodies, and to
Special Procedures and mechanisms of the Human Rights Council

6. While the rights of the child are not a specific focus of our wtik, links between
militarisation, international human rights and humanitarian lawaai@cus for us, and the
increasing militarisation of children and young persons and their golucas well as the
prioritising of military expenditure at a time of rapidly increaslevels of child poverty and
homelessness, are therefore key concerns for Peace MovemeatoAaed our members,
as outlined below.

7. We are happy to provide clarification of any points in this repoftrther information
if that would be helpful to Committee members.

B. Overview of our concerns

8. Since the Committee's consideration of the state party'd i@part under the Optional
Protocol in 2003, there have been a number of developments whicharseafar concern
in relation to its compliance with the Optional Protocol and the Guore These
developments involve in some instances breaches of the prowi$iboth instruments, and
in others, a failure to fully respect the spirit of the Optionaltdtol and to provide full
protection for children in all circumstances.

9. Section C below provides an outline of some concerns around the Ndand®efence
Force (NZDF, armed forces) in relation to the Optional Protagoluding information that
the state party did not refer to in its Report or LOI Respaisat the age of recruitment
and recruitment practices, overseas combat operations andightk] military policy and
child rights, and the New Zealand Cadet Forces.

10. Section D provides information that the state party did not refer its Report or LOI
Response, about the rapidly increasing levels of child poverty and dgsmets, and the
government’s Budget and spending priorities in this context.

11. Section E provides information that was not included in the ReporObrResponse

about the increasing level of military involvement in educatibath here and in the Pacific
- and the establishment of New Zealand'’s first military acgd®mchildren.
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12. Section F provides information that was not included in the ReporObdrResponse
about the increasing level of military involvement in youth devekmgrprogrammes - both
here and in the Pacific.

13. Section G outlines some concerns about the education curriculum ardegegation,
and section H has some brief comments about dissemination amdgran the Optional
Protocol.

C. The New Zealand Defence Force and the Optional Pratol
I. Age of recruitment and recruitment practices

14. As the Committee is aware, the state party has not remise@servation to the
Optional Protocol and recruitment into the New Zealand DefenceeRdZDF, armed
forces) remains at 17 years. According to the information providdee statistical annex to
the Report, a significant number of new recruits into the reguiaed forces - almost 10%
- are under the age of 18

15. We note that the state party’s current Report does not providgpamation as to why
the age of recruitment remains at 17 years in breach of the Q@éimtacol, although its
2008 Report did, with the main reason being linked to a drop in teenmnt levels if the age
of recruitment is raised, as well the lack of other opporturfidiegoung persons from lower
socio-economic groups:

“Recruitment in the Armed Forces has offered young people, particttarty lower
socio-economic groups, the opportunity to succeed in an environment wheser ailis
start on an equal footing. Ground level entry and skill development providie by
Armed Forces is often not readily available on the same levelledsewn New
Zealand.”®

16. This rationale appears to indicate an abdication by the stayefipmart its responsibility
to ensure that there are sufficient training, study and employomgmartunities for all
school leavers, both under the Convention and other human rights inssumingctt place
binding obligations on the government in this regard. It alsogaspiestion about whether
armed forces recruitment can be fully described as 'voluntangré are not sufficient other
opportunities for school leavers.

17. Although the state party has provided assurances that recruitstoadege of 18 years
are not deployed on active serVicthat does not necessarily mean their safety is assured.
There are no figures available for the number of under-age tesiiously injured or
killed during military training - over the past 10 years,at®ed forces personnel have died

in non-combat situations (a rate comparable with the Australiaedaforces but higher
than the United Kingdom’s armed forceahd at least one was 17 years old, a soldier who
died during army driver trainirfg

18.There are also issues around the recruitment practices ofntled &orces, in particular
the targeting of children in school holidaand term time exhibitionl§ school holiday visits
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to army bases, visits by armed forces’ personnel to schools during term'tjraad armed
forces displays, including combat training equipment for childeefplay on”, at events
such as the Armaggedon Entertainment Expo which is held in diffeiteeg each year.
These concerns are additional to the issues around the militarisheducation, and armed
forces’ involvement in youth development programmes, as outlmeskgtions E and F
below.

19.The requirement in the Optional Protocol that under-age recruitsllgerfformed of
the duties involved in military service (Article 3.c) is noetmin our opinion, for any
recruit, regardless of their age. Since we last provided m#Ebon to the Committee,
recruiting material for the army, for example, has had theasldGet what it takes’ -
developed by Saatchi and Saatchi, which focuses on the leadership aamdg tr
opportunities for young persons in the atfnyForce Fit: Make fitness your mission’,
which focuses on physical fitnéss‘We front up to keep others safe’ which implies the
focus of the army is protection rather than cortfband also includes gimmicks such as an
online sharpshooting “gam¥”

20. Recruiting material tends to focus on travel, adventure,ifistylle, training and other
benefits of joining the army such as fitness:

“Travel and adventure are a big bonus, plus other benefits like fremsado our gyms,
swimming pools and other recreational facilities. You will even gettpaieep fit, with
social team sports and general fitness incorporated into your weeklyngdr&urs.™®

21.In a further attempt to attract young persons to join the armextd, the NZDF is
increasingly publishing stories about military personnel designed d¢blight the
adventurous and appealing aspects military life, with titled sisc'Exciting Adventure at
World's Biggest Maritime Exercis€ and ‘Living the Dream in the Naw’. Among the
recent spate of such media releases is one about a young mamimsh(who joined at the
age of 17) talking about his participation in the world’s largesstitime warfare exercise in
Hawai'i as a “once-in-a-lifetime opportunity”, which includes:

“He is based at Linton Military Camp, where his days involve phydiGahing,
weapons training, tactical equipment training and familiarisation, and tactic his
spare time, he enjoys sport (especially basketball), playing the dmdispending time
with his family and friends®

22. Another recent media release, ‘Whakatane Woman Choosesanliiie Ocean Wave’,
features a young woman who joined the navy at the age %f 17.

23. The distressing reality of combat - of being maimed dedkilor maiming and killing
others - is not included in any armed forces recruiting materian the media releases
designed to attract young persons to join the NZDF.

i) Overseas combat operations and children’s rights

24.There are two major concerns about the state party’s oversedmtcoperations in
relation to the Convention and the Optional Protocol: the impact odrehilof bombing
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and missile strikes that New Zealand armed forces arevievoh; and their treatment of
juvenile prisoners.

25.With regard to the impact on children of bombing and missile strike 2013 the

Committee expressed alarm at reports of the death of hundreds dskchals a result of
attacks and air strikes by United States military forceAfghanistan due notably to the
reported lack of precautionary measures and indiscriminate useef'f

26. It should be noted that from 2001 to 2011, there were at least four degpits/of the
New Zealand Special Air Service (SAS) in Afghanistan whkey were engaged, among
other things, in targeting for United States and British bogbims and air striké$ The
possibility that the SAS may be deployed to Syria or Iraq for étaigentification has
been raised, or they may already be there - SAS deployments eudeshin secreéy, and
generally there is no publicly available information on their aetvi

27.Furthermore, New Zealand is part of the ‘Five Eyes’ intelligealtiance (along with
Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, and the United StAtés) which the Government
Communications Security Bureau (GCSB) operates an electroeitigance interception
station at Waihopdi as part of the United States’ National Security Agency’s ¢loba
surveillance network, and the state party has announced it is booéiejligence work
which can help the US identify ISIS targets for air strikes”

28.1t is our view that the state party should not be involved in idengfyargets for air
strikes by other armed forces- whether via combat troops depbwgedeas or the GCSB -
unless it can guarantee that no children will be harmed by suchrgndittion.

29. With regard to the treatment of juvenile prisoners, there haea persistent allegations,
since 2002 in particular, that New Zealand combat troops deployed awvdraee handed
over prisoners to military or other state authorities without dgardeto their right to
freedom from torture as specified in the Convention Againstui@rand in the Geneva
Conventions, and that those detained may have included juveniles.

30.1n 2009, it was revealed that since 2002 the New Zealand Spaeckérice (SAS) had
transferred at least 55 prisoners to the United States-run Kandateartion centre in
southern Afghanistan where prisoners are known to have been tortWedyere

subsequently released and of the five that were not, SAS soune=%pretty sure” at least
threglwere subsequently transferred to the United Sates detéatilily at Guantanamo
Bay.

31.1t was reported that the only information recorded by the SAS fdr pasoner was
“height, eye colour and place of detentigrrieither the prisoner's name nor date of birth
were recorded - therefore it is not known whether children or young persons were
included An investigative journalist’s report of a military action led bgviNZealand SAS in
May 2002, statesFifty-five villagers were detained, all of them men. The dldeéss in his

70s, the youngest was a 12-year-old boy called Baran Khé&wniithermore, an SAS
commander statedWe knew damn well that there were young boys, old men, who should
never have been detaine#hich indicates that more than one of the detainees were under
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the age of 18; all of the prisoners were mistreated afterntieesy handed over to the United
States base at Kandaffar.

32.The 2009 SAS deployment provided training and mentoring to the Afghems Cr
Response Unit (CRU) in Kabul, and in 2011 there were allegationsthtbabAS was
involved in handing captured prisoners over to the Afghan NationalctDiede of
Security®, at the time the subject of a damning report by the United Nafiesistance
Mission in Afghanistaf? documenting cases of torture and ill-treatment. The statg par
would neither confirm nor deny these allegations, although the Mimk{2efence did say
that the"CRU captured 58 suspects with the help of the SAS since its roteitedsin
September 2009'and"l've been advised by the [New Zealand] Defence Force that they
have no reports of anyone who's been arrested by the CRU having been toibuielé,
added that the Defence Force did not track each person to ensurashie cas®. It is

not known if any juveniles were captured or detained during that deployment

33. Furthermore, New Zealand combat troops are currently in Iragdomg training for
Iragi Security Forces, which are also known to engage in tostwteother ill-treatment of
prisoners, including children. It should be noted that when the OfficehefHigh
Commissioner of Human Rights report was released last yehich referred to members
of the Iragi Security Forces and affiliated militia havingriem out extrajudicial killings,
torture, abductions, the forcible displacement of a large numbgreaple, often with
impunity, and may have committed war criffes the Prime Minister said that the
deployment would go ahead regardI&ss.

34.1f New Zealand combat forces deployed overseas cannot ensure thatisoners

captured during combat or training operations are treated ianaen fully compliant with

the provisions of the Optional Protocol, the Convention Against Tgramd the Geneva
Conventions, and are not in a position to operate their own deteatdiids, then they

should not be deployed.

35.In addition, we note that the Committee’s Concluding Obsenaitioniraq expressed
concern about the military operations and other activities of the$ecurity Forces - it is
not clear if the New Zealand military training for Iraqi setyuforces includes training
around their human rights obligations, including the Optional Protocoh@n@dnvention.

iif) Military policy and child rights

36.1t should be noted that while the state partpefence Policy FrameworR000 states
“New Zealand will not engage in military co-operation or exerciggt the armed forces
of states which sanction the use of their armed forces to suppress hightah’f - a policy
that has clearly not been met as the examples above illustra@ent military policy
documents, Statements of Intent and NZDF Annual Reports make nencfevhatsoever
to the Optional Protocol, the Convention, child rights, or to hunghits at all!* All of
these documents are focussed on increasing combat capability andurbimggy -
increasing military involvement in the state party’s humaniaaissistance programmes.

37.The armed forces Defence Doctrine - in whithe NZDF articulates its philosophical
approach to the conduct of military operations through military doctrints’ application
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by the NZDF, and that is the capstone document siteabghe pinnacle of the NZDF's
hierarchy of doctrine publications®” - similarly makes no reference whatsoever to the
Optional Protocol, the Convention, child rights, or to human righdad.at

Iv) New Zealand Cadet Forces

38. Although the Committee raised concerns about the Cadet Forc&FJNZ the 2003
Concluding Observations on the state party’s initial report unde®fitmnal Protocdf,
there is no information on the Cadet Forces in the state partywiRe LOI Response.

39.The NZCF enlists boys and girls aged 13 to 18 yéalscomprises the Sea Cadet
Corps, the New Zealand Cadet Corps and the Air Training Conpesenting the three

branches of the armed forces - navy, army and air force resggciihere are NZCF 102

units nationwide with“about 5,000 personnef®, which includes 27 armed forces
personnel, 6 NZDF civilian employé&sand nearly 5,000 cadets.

40. While it is technically not part of the armed forces, the N4évides NZCF recruits
with a uniform (except for footwear), training, guidelines, mation, logistics support, and
the costs of cadet promotion courses. The purpose of the NZOFp®\ide “military’
training (foot drill, rifle drill, marching, General Service Knowlge, radio procedure,
firearms training, first aid, leadership skills and marksmanshi@$ well as‘adventure-
based training (bushcraft, survival training, and citizenship training to namewd’f’.

According to the Ministry of Defence, the NZCF also provitteserational training”“®.

41.The NZCF is funded in mainly from the armed forces Budget - ti@uat of funding
was removed from the state party’s Budget summaries in 20it¥the most recent figure
available is for the 2013 financial year when the NZDF was a#dc$3,808,000 for NZCF
support®.

42.The NZCF is marketed with slogans such as ‘Cadet Forcazalyafun organisation to
belong to’, ‘Did you know that cadets get to go on overseas tripsd giving ‘you the
chance to get into out-of-the-way plac8s’

43.There is no information available on the number of cadets who joiarthed forces,
although anecdotal evidence suggests it is high and that cadetsaneaged to consider a
career in the NZDF. While the NZCF website has the statef@adet Forces is not a
recruiting arm of the NZ Defence Forgeit should be noted that there are links to the
‘regular forces’ (army, navy and air force) on every page ofitke

44.1n 2014, the first new New Zealand Qualifications AuthdtitiNational Certificate in
Cadet Forces Studies (level 2)’ was awarded to three Gaddtss is a qualification for
secondary school students, and:

“was initially developed to recognise the learning that occurs outside formal
secondary school education system for those young New Zealanders enrthiiddewi
New Zealand Cadet Forces (NZCH).serves as a valid vocation pathway to NZ's
Defence Force.**(our emphasis)
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D. Public spending and child rights

45.We note that the LOI Response to Questidf) Befers only to specific funding for
“child and youth-related areasin the Social Development Budgetrather than to overall

Budget spending. There is no reference to a Child Rights Impss#s8ment (CRIA) -

which all state parties are obliged to condlictorder to ascertain the effect of legislation,
policies and programmes on all children at the national and subnational I&¥els&cause

the state party does not carry out a CRIA in its Budget process.

46. As the Committee is aware, there is a rapidly incredsweg of child poverty here - in
2015, 29% of children were living in families with an income belowgbeerty line (an
increase of 5% over the previous year), and a further 14% limiegnditions of material
hardship>’

47. Similarly, there is a rapidly escalating crisis around homeésss with the most recent
official figures from the 2013 census setting the number of h@aseale41,705 (comprising
those staying in severely crowded houses with family or friemddyoarding houses,
camping grounds, in cars or on the street) - an increase ofif6&aise 2006 censtis That

figure equates to one in one hundred New Zealanders, and eventahéhatas more than
likely an underestimate of the actual numbers because honmelasduals and families are
not necessarily in a position to fill in census forms. Report® Bocial agencies indicate
that the number of homeless individuals and families has continued¢asecsince 2013

48. The state party has a piecemeal approach towards child poverty antb$smass with
no discernible policies or initiatives in place to rapidly impreive situation of children
affected by both, although it is well within its resources to do shauld it choose to.
Furthermore, it seems that the state party is not even adgguaeburing the scale of
homelessness and how it is affecting children - according to Alro@hildren and Youth
Aotearoa, for example, there is little information availablénow many children and young
persons are in a situation of homelessifeasd it was reported last week that the Ministry
for Social Development hdso idea how much money it lentd social welfare recipients
to stay in motels in the absence of suitable housing, mmdroad understanding as to the
level of need for emergency housing assistaitéour emphasis).

49. Rather than developing and funding cohesive programmes to rapidly rigulrels
of child poverty and homelessness, the state party has insteah ¢bharassively increase
military spending this year.

50. The 2016 Budget included a $580,053,000 increase in armed forces speriiigpgit ta
to a total of $3,696,554,000 Military spending amounting to an additional
$20,000,000,000 - an “investment” over the next 15 years in increased coapbaility,
offensive weapons systems, two new warships and new cyber wadpagitg - was
announced in June 206

51.No CRIA was done on either the increase in spending on the arnoes farthe 2016
Budget or prior to the announcement of new military spending. Atithésof critical social
need affecting the most vulnerable children, the state partysitising of military
spending over social spending is particularly disturbing.
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E. Military involvement in education

52.This section provides information that was not included in the RepdrOl Response
about the increasing level of military involvement in education h bwre and in the
Pacific.

53.Since we last provided information to the Committee in 2010 and 2011ewkleof
military involvement in schools has increased - there are rsmwite academies” in 27
secondary schools. Service Academies“arditary-focused programmes delivered within
secondary school§?, and include courses run by the armed forces. In the 2016 Budget,
$981,000 was allocated from Vote Education to the NZDF to fund thedalviement in
service academies and youth development %Work

54. There are no figures available as to how many students whoracgedi to the service
academies join the armed forces on leaving school, althougjoitld be noted that the
young woman who joined the navy at the age of 17 (mentioned in sectiabo@4®) was a
graduate of a secondary school that has a service academy.

55.The first Education Review Office (ERO) evaluation of 16 Mnyisof Education-
funded service academies in 284found that‘most of the 16 service academies provided
high quality education and support for their studentdowever, there was no comparison
with civilian education programmes providing a supportive learamysocial environment
for children and young persons, with a similar staff / student ratch we anticipate
would have similar if not better results.

56. In addition, Vanguard Military School - the first military acadefor children aged 15
to 17 years - opened in 20%4Vvanguard Military School is a “charter school” (privately
run but state funded) which is run by Advance Training Cetifres Private Training
Establishment that also runs state funded Military Prep Schodlsree cities (Kaitaia,
Auckland and Hamilton) to prepare children aged 15 - 17 years toteatarmed forcés

57.There has recently been concern about the large amounts thatrt&r dwhools,
including Vanguard, are paying to their private owners or relatgities for administration
and management serviéeésThere are also specific concerns about Vanguard’s ability to
fulfil its contractual obligations, including its refusal to drstudents after the start of the
school year, and the suspension and expulsion of more students last gaarglamitted

by the performance standards in its contfact.

58. Overall, the increasing military involvement in children godng persons' education is
not consistent with the aims of education as recognised in A2Sctd# the Convention and
in the Committee’s General Comment Nd21.

59. Furthermore, the state party is now actively involving theedrforces in schools in the
Pacific. Most recently, New Zealand armed forces visitegsthools in Tongéto spread
messages about dental hygiene, respect, and the importance of eduéatinessages that
could readily, and more appropriately, be delivered by Tongan NGOs tla#meuniformed
military personnel. The reason for armed forces involvemenbngdn schools appears to
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be linked to recruitment, for example, the NZDF media releasthe school visits states:
“when prompted, a lot of the children said they wanted to join the armeesfrc

F. Military involvement in youth development programmes

60. There is no reference to military involvement in youth developmemgrammes in the
state party’s Report or LOI Response, although it too has been ingreasecent years.

61. In addition to military involvement in education as outlined in $ack above, the state
party has involved the armed forces in a range of “youth developmpegifammes, as the
examples below illustrate.

62. Military Activity Camps (MAC): are part of the state party’s Fresh Start package
announced in 2009, which:

“targets a group of around 1,000 serious and persistent young offenders aged between
14 and 16. It also targets a group of around forty 12 and 13 year olds who are
committing serious crimes such as burglary, and need interventionsaodenbove

those that can be delivered through the care and protection system.”

63. MAC attendance is enforced by a Youth Court ofgemd each MAC consists of up to
three months residential training, using army facilities aathihg methods to provide
“clear boundaries, reinforcement of self-discipline, personal respoitgilsihd community
values.” There is no reason why these attributes cannot be taught throuilign c
programmes, and it should be noted the first evaluation of the ieffleess of the MAC
programme included the statement ttiEte lack of alternatives to the MAC programme
was a factor in some referrals?

64. Youth Life Skills programme (YLS): are for young persons aged 14 to 17 y2aasd
are run by the army and Territorial Force Regiments at myililases - some through the
service academies (outlined in Section E) with others run in comguneith community
groups® The purpose of the YLS programmes are to teach young péteenslue of life
skills, self-discipline, personal and moral responsibility, and resfoecself and others® -

all of which could be taught through civilian youth development programrfeung
persons on YLS are given firearms trainfig.

65. Limited Service Volunteer training (LSV): is a six-week training programme run by
the NZDF, on behalf of Work and Income, for unemployed young persaus lagto 25
years® The courses are run on military bases, and are designecdetyaging persondo
help them develop self-discipline, self-confidence and positiitadais to enhance their
employment opportunities™ all of which could be provided by civilian training
programmes. We have been told by young persons referred to LSV cthatsdsey were
each issued with an army uniform on arrival, told they were nowrunti¢ary jurisdiction
and discipline, and were given harsh physical activities as puerghor any infractions.

66. In addition to involving the armed forces in youth development hieeestate party has
deployed the NZDF for youth development work with school students ifPaledic, for
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example, in the Cook Islans This appears to be linked to the NZDF’s efforts to recruit
students from Cook Islands’ schoBls

G. Education curriculum and peace education
67. We note the state party's comments on the education curriculum include:

“The New Zealand Education Curriculum and the parallekai document, Te
Marautanga o Aotearoa, put students at the centre of teaching and learning. They
ensure that students’ identities, languages, abilities and talents aognised and
affrmed and that their learning needs are addressedhd “The Curriculum
emphasises respect for and understanding of difference, and requiresssichdevelop
programmes that help students to value diversity as found in our diffenéntes,
languages and heritage$”

68. What is not included in the Report is the fact that there is no ebrapsive programme
of Maori language teaching in primary schools, recent Ministiigdafcation figuresshow
nearly 80 percent of school students are not enrolled in Maori language |edoeywnd
basic greetings®.

69. Furthermore, most schools are not teaching any Maori history, whEhve reported in
2010 - has been described as haviagorofoundly negative effect on the attitudes and
views of New Zealanders on a range of important contemporary issuesngffesce
relations in our country today®. Over the past year in particular, there has been a great
deal of concern about the Ministry of Education’s refusal to indleaeiing outcomes and
achievement standards about New Zealand history, such as the “lesid(wiaen Maori
fought British imperial troops and armed constabulary to stop therChmm taking their

land and resources) and the subsequent confiscation of Maori land, eddlcation
curriculum - a decision recently described‘lastraying our past and our children's future

at the same timé”.

70. While this has disturbing implications in and of itself, ipaticularly concerning in the
light of the state party’s current glorification of armed cehthind military “heroism” in its
World War One anniversary programme. The programme includesiglds of
Remembrance World War | Commemoration Package’ which tinestvyy of Education has
delivered to all schools, including pre-schools, for ANZAC Day (thanual
commemoration of the invasion of Turkey by New Zealand and allieddafonees) which
has nothing about the reality of warfare, or any questioning of why Realand troops
were invading a country on the other side of the world, or whetloéznce is ever an
acceptable way to resolve conflict. Instead, the Package dsadted in pre-schoolers
building “a full military base including a hospital, letter writing station, sfgng barracks
and battle fields”in their playground, while daubed with camouflage paint ‘ghalying
war games®™.

71.The failure to teach a balanced view of the history of this cpwan be attributed in
part to an overall lack of commitment to peace education, whiclot a core curriculum
subject in schools.
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72.We note in this connection that the Committee's Concluding Obsmrsain other state
parties have included recommendations that training programmesnmterthe values of
peace and human rights should be developed and implemented, and thagduezaton
and human rights should be taught as a fundamental subject in the edsysttom

73.1n the light of the avoidance of teaching Maori history (an understarafinghich
would contribute greatly to more peaceful relationships in this couiiy)promotion of an
inaccurate militarised World War One commemoration prograrfanschools, the lack of
peace education generally, and the increasing involvement ofrtiexl dorces in schools
and in youth development programmes, we suggest that similanmesmadations in the
Concluding Observations on New Zealand would be particularly usahukatme.

H. Dissemination and training on the Optional Protocol

74.The Report states that the NZDF has a training module tHatega discussion on the
Optional Protocol and thahplementation of the Optional Protocol is ensuredugh Defence
Force Order¥. However, the points included in Section C.ii above on the condutteof t
armed forces when deployed on overseas combat operations ionrdtattargeting for
bombing runs and missile strikes, detention of juveniles and militaining, as well as the
points in C.iii regarding the lack of reference to child sg@nd human rights) in military
policy documents, suggests there are serious questions about whet@ptiomal Protocol

is actually implemented by the NZDF.

75.There is very little dissemination of the Optional Protocol herean analysis or
appreciation of its domestic application - our impression ftalking with government
officials, and attending various government briefings on @eaof issues, is that the
Optional Protocol is seen more as something that applies to péner of the world.
Similarly, our experience of running public workshops on militarisasiod New Zealand’s
human rights obligations indicates there is very little public wstdeding of the provisions
of the Optional Protocol and its domestic application. In addition, ourriexge from
talking with Members of Parliament, and making submissionpaidamentary Select
Committees, indicate that there is generally a low levetnoiwledge of New Zealand’s
human rights obligations - domestic and international - among parit@amans, and we
cannot recall a mention of the Optional Protocol at all exceglation to countries in other
parts of the world.
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